March 3, 2008
Governor Eliot Spitzer

State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

Mayor Michael Bloomberg

City Hall

New York, NY 10007

Senator_________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
Assembly member________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
Dear Elected Officials:

As a firm believer in the public school system, I write to request that you immediately act to restore the money that has been cut from NYC public schools. This money is critical for delivering the quality education our children deserve and helps to fund everything from supplies, to professional development for teachers to vital academic intervention services for our children.

Our principals are already being asked to make significant budget cuts in the middle of a school year when many funds have already been committed. Some examples of pending cuts in Brooklyn are abbreviated after-school programs that will end in April instead of June, academic intervention staff members and consultants who will be dismissed and non-academic after-school activities that will be canceled.

I demand that our state and city elected officials keep their promises to our schools by doing the following:
1. The state legislature must restore the $193 million in foundation aid for NYC cut under the proposed budget;
2. The state must keep its 2006 promise for on-time delivery of the building aid needed to construct and repair school; and

3. The Mayor and the City Council must restore the $180 million in school cuts this year and the $324 million in cuts next year.

In addition to restoring these cuts, I strongly believe that instead of cutting spending at the school level, the DOE should prioritize spending centrally by evaluating often wasteful practices and expenditures. You should evaluate no-bid contracting, exorbitant spending on testing and expensive consultants before cutting programs that impact our children.
Sincerely,

Return Address:

Print Name______________________________________

Street__________________________________________

City__________State____________Zip_____________

CC: Chancellor Joel Klein

