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CALENDAR
MARCH

5 Friday Night Folkorica: Middle
Eastern dance performance and work-
shop, 5:30-7:30 P.M.

8 - 26 AfterSchool registration for
spring session

9 Exec. Board meeting, 6:00 P.M.

10 School Leadership Team mtg.,5:45 P.M.
10 Science Invention Convention

16 Half-Day, parent-teacher confer-
ences. School ends at noon.

17 St.Patrick’s Day bake sale for 5th Grade

18 Evening parent-teacher conferences

19 Parent-Teacher Emporium

22 General PTA meeting and commit-
tee night, 6:00 P.M.

26 Parents as Reading Partners, 8:30 A.M.

29 - June 25 AfterSchool spring session

APRIL
2 Flower sale for 5th Grade 

5-13 No school, Spring recess

20 Citywide Testing Program English
Language Arts for 3rd and 5th graders

21 School Leadership Team mtg.,5:45 P.M.

23 Parents as Reading Partners, 8:30 A.M.

27 Citywide Testing Program Math test
for 3rd and 5th graders

28 Barnes & Noble poetry night
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Si necesita ayuda
con traducción,
llame a Carmen
Perez. The next Open House is Tuesday, March 13 @ 9:00 A.M. 

In an unprecedented visit, second-graders from Jamie Matus’ class swapped writing
and editing tips with reporters and editors at Bloomberg News in December.

“It was great to see such enthusiasm for our work ethic from such a young group,”
remarked Bloomberg News administrator Tammi Snyder, who greeted the group with
bags full of goodies for them, including microphones, t-shirts, pads, pencils and stickers. 

Little did the Bloomberg staff know of the difficult and long journey the students
made to get to the financial news empire founded by Mayor Michael Bloomberg, at 499
Park Avenue in Manhattan. “We walked to Borough Hall and boarded the 4/5 train. It
took us a long time to get on the train and get to our stop,” said student Malk Griffith.

“We walked to Bloomberg News and it was a long walk! I felt like melting,” added
student Nicholas Moore. “It was one hundred blocks. I needed to rest.” There was no
time. The class, accompanied by parent Marci Rosa and student teacher Rashida White,
first got a tour of the television station by broadcast editor Marty Schenker. 

“In the newsroom, someone waved at us. When the sign lights up, it means some-
one’s on air. When it’s off, it’s a commercial. In the newsroom we saw so many com-
puters and we saw people on computers,” said student Eli Shirk.The students got a tour
of the famous Bloomberg snack bar, which has everything from Rice Crispy treats to Pop
Tarts, apples, and peanuts for the employees, all free. “We each chose one type of food.
Then we learned and did a lot of work,” said student Fetima Smalls.

In the editing room, New York Bureau Chief Fred Wiegold explained how
Bloomberg works, and some of the ways editors work with stories and change them,
much like the work the second-graders do when they write. Says teacher Jamie Matus,
“It was amazing for everyone. Bloomberg News made the second-graders feel special
and important. We were treated like royalty from the second we walked in.” 

PS 261 visits Bloomberg News By  Liz  Willen
Bloomberg  News

Parent, PTA program co-chair, and musician Rory Dineen spoke with music teacher
Becky Ponka about music at the school. 
Q: What differences do you see between your hometown in Michigan and Brooklyn?
A: Our students are exposed to a lot of different “world” experiences. For instance,

I was once giving the kids a rhythm exercise using beats and fruits, like, one beat is
“peach,” two beats is “apple.” We got to four beats and I used the word “alligator” and
asked if they could come up with a four-beat fruit. After a little thought, one of the chil-
dren shouted out “pomegranate,” and that blew me away. I hadn’t even tried pomegran-
ate. I have now and I like it!

Q: Can you give us an overview of the musical program as it stands now?
A: I have the pre-K, kindergarten, first, third and one fifth grade class now. There just

isn’t enough time in the week for me to teach all the classes at PS 261. Luckily, there are
great library, technology, science, art, and gym classes offered here, as well. With the
younger students we mainly play games and sing songs to teach music elements. We also
learn vocabulary and play instruments. In third grade, we start recorders where there is more
of an emphasis on theory, note-reading, and rhythm. Norma Cangiano teaches hand bells to
a group of second graders. Norma leads the band, too, which is for fourth and fifth graders. 

A chat with music’s Miss Becky
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Around the Halls
OUR KIDS ON HBO Kani Biggs, 2-313, Kalei Tooman, 2-315,
Jack Schwartz, 1-212, and Elijah Owens, 1-224, were all fea-
tured last month on HBO Family’s documentary special,
“Happy to be Nappy and Other Stories of Me.” The show will
air many times in March; check your local listings or visit
http://www.hbo.com/apps/schedule/ScheduleServlet.

CAR DRIVERS Please make sure when you park for drop-off and
pick-up that you don’t block traffic from passing around you,
especially if you are leaving your car unattended. And please
turn your engine off! Exhaust is very unhealthy for kids, espe-
cially those with asthma. 

LUNCHTIME CLUBS NEED VOLUNTEERS. Give our kids an ener-
getic alternative during inside recess days. Contact parent
Jenny Polak at 718-797-1479 and jpolak@mindspring.com.

KEEPING BACK THIRD GRADERS If you are a third-grade parent
concerned about the city’s plan to hold back third-graders sole-
ly on the basis of their citywide standardized test scores (tests
to be held this April; see the calendar on page 1), contact
Leonie Haimson at Class Size Matters, an advocacy group, at
212-674-7320, www.classsizematters.org, and leonie@att.net.

The 2003-04 PTA Officers
EXECUTIVE BOARD

Presidents:Sheanan Bond & Lisa Pines
sbond@ashay.com & lpines@nyc.rr.com

First Vice President: Brian Zimmerman
Second Vice President: Nancy Melissas
PTA Treasurer: John Prince
Recording Secretary: Pamela Cortijo
Correspondence Secretary: Sasha Nyary 
AfterSchool Treasurer: Susan Holman
STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRS

AfterSchool: Cynthia Simmons
Audit: Ken Bromberg
Fifth Grade Committee: Mary Adams
Fundraising: Marci Rosa
Legislative Liaison: Carl Arnold
Social: Lynn Brown
Program: Rory Dineen & Wendy Richards
GRADE REPRESENTATIVES

Pre-K: Teri Brajewski
Kindergarten: Jo Bacal
First Grade: Isis Mattei
Second Grade: Carole Kelly
Third Grade: Rose Beau
Fourth Grade: Andrea Hopkins
Fifth Grade: OPEN
Special Education: Sharon Moregrass

Newsletter co-editors
Kim Flodin: kimflodin@aol.com & 718-622-3845

Sasha Nyary: awn4@columbia.edu 
& 718-789-7891 

The PTA News mailbox is in the main office.

Shout  outs  to...
…pre-K parent Tom Haggerty and pre-K grade representative Teri Brajewski
who hung info boards near the main entrance and at the pre-K trailer. Now par-
ents, wherever they are in the school, can stay in the loop on PS 261 happenings.
If you would like something posted on these boards talk to Teri (for the pre-K
boards) and the principal’s office (for the Pacific Street boards). You can also
email Teri at teri@twbdesign.com.
.....parents Rose Beau and Sharon Moregrass for heading up the February
Picture Day for graduation pictures of kindergartners and fifth graders. 

Up & Coming
FRIDAY FOLKLORICA, MIDEASTERN DANCE, MARCH 5 PS 261 has
again been awarded a Parents as Art Partners Grant by the Center
for Arts in Education. Throughout February there has been a series
of Friday night dance concerts and workshops. The last one is
March 5, on Mideastern dance. Everyone is welcome. Please pre-
register by filling out a form available in the main office and put-
ting it in art teacher Leah Kronenfeld’s box. Or email her at 
lelah111@aol.com. 

SCIENCE INVENTION CONVENTION, MARCH 10. All children are
invited to participate; children in grades two through fifth are
required to do so. Check backpacks for information or drop a note
in science teachers Leah or Carmello’s box, or email them at
LeahBklynC@aol.com or ScienceFellow@aol.com.

FIFTH GRADE GRADUATION As part of the fifth-grade expenses,
approximately $140 (exact costs will be known soon) will be col-
lected for an overnight trip, cap and gown, and yearbook.
Payments can be made in installments every two weeks with the
next payments due on March 12, March 26, April 16, and April
30. See the calendar (p. 1) for a list of upcoming fundraisers. For
more information contact parent chair Mary Adams. Email her at
dougmaryadams@aol.com or leave a note in the PTA mailbox. 

Allegro Choir is a group of fourth and fifth grade students who were selected
based on interest, ability, and behavior. They sang three holiday concerts and each
one had super attendance and interest. The choir is also singing a lot of rounds.
The melodies are simple and they exposes the kids to singing together and listen-
ing for harmony. A recent song we’re doing is, “I Love the Mountains” and we’ve
done “The Rain Dance” too. We’re starting to learn “New York, New York.”

We just had a great field trip to the New Victory Theater today and saw a per-
formance of “The Gruffalo” with some our first graders. One of the New York
State standards is learning to be a good audience member. 

Q: What do you see as possible for music education at PS 261 in the future? 
A: The first goal we have for next year is to continue to build on what we have

started. We’ll focus on the lower grades of pre-K through two and maybe a pull-
out program for each grade, things like chorus and band. Our third graders will
work with synthesizers in the Computer Lab. My dream is to get a grant to start a
small strings program of maybe six to 10 students, probably for kindergarten and
first grade. We’d try to rotate the students for this so there would be more partici-
pation during the whole year. If we can pull in community resources and get par-
ents more involved in the classroom, music next year will be even better!

MISS BECKY continued from p. 1


