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CALENDAR

APRIL
1 School Leadership Team mtg., 5:45 p.m.

2 Flower sale for 5th grade fundraising
5-13 No school, Spring recess
14 School starts again!

20 Citywide Testing Program English
Language Arts for 3rd and 5th graders

21 School Leadership Team mtg., 5:45 p.m.

23 Parents as Math Partners, 8:30 A.Mm.
23 Bake sale for 5th Grade fundraising

24 Dance-a-Thon, 2:00 — 4:00 p.m.

27 Citywide Testing Program Math
test for 3rd and 5th graders

28 Barnes & Noble poetry night

30 Put-a-Poem-in-Your-Pocket Day
(MosT oF) MAY
3-7 Spring Book Fair

4 Exec.Board meeting, 6:00 p.m.
4,5, 6 New York State Math test days
for 4th graders

7 5th grade Arts & Crafts & Bake sale

11 New York State Science Evaluation
for 4th graders

12 School Leadership Team mtg., 5:45 p.m.

14 Grandparents Day
14 Spring Auction, 6:00 — 9:00 P.m.

20 General PTA meeting, 6:00 p.m.

21 Bake sale for 5th Grade fundraising
21 Parents as Reading Partners, 8:30 A.M.

26-28 Fifth grade overnight trip
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Around the Halls

READ-A-THON UPDATE So far, we have received responses from
about 30 children, and $1,200 has been collected. We will accept
forms through the start of Spring break (April 2), and then recog-
nize the children and their classes after the break. Checks or
money orders made out to the PS 261 PTA and marked Read-A-
Thon are preferred. Please give payments to your classroom
teacher or Assistant Principal Sharon Fiden or place them in the
PTA Lockbox in the Main Office. Be sure to include your child's
name and class with the forms! Parent Larry Schwartz has donat-
ed four cases of new books and arranged for the donation of an
additional case of books in support of our enthusiastic readers.

THINGS ARE COOKING Every Tuesday or Thursday afternoon pre-
K and first grade classes participate in a two-hour CookShop pro-
gram, a food and nutrition education program that brings cooking
to the classroom. Teachers and students cook vegetables and grains
in a variety of ways, learn about the history of these foods, perform
science experiments, learn about composting, and read and write
stories about growing vegetables and farming. CookShop provides
training for the teachers, all student materials and cooking supplies.
The program enriches the science, social studies, math and reading
curriculum. CookShop has also provided workshops for parents

Up & Coming

THE SPRING AUCTION is scheduled for Friday evening, May
14. Parents are needed to solicit donations from merchants in
their neighborhood. There will also be a raffle and parents are
needed to sell tickets outside the school. Interested volunteers
should contact parent chairs Marci Rosa (MRosa@mhra.org)
or Lisa Pines (Ipines@nyc.rr.com).

A DANCE-A-THON fundraiser is scheduled for Saturday, April
24. Volunteers are needed; please contact parent chair Brenda
Williams at 718-287-8142.

SPRING DIRECT APPEAL Will begin right after spring break.
Keep your eyes open and contribute what you can! Money
raised will be for the lunchtime enrichment program.

FirTH GRADE GRADUATION As part of the 5th-grade expenses,
$200 is being collected for an overnight trip, cap and gown, and
yearbook. Please send in your child’s payment to his/her
teacher ASAP. For more information please contact parent
chair Mary Adams at dougmaryadams@aol.com or leave a
note in the PTA mailbox.

throughout the year and they are working with the school dietician to provide a salad bar in the student cafeteria.

RETIRED SENIOR VOLUNTEER PROGRAM We’ve expanded our intergenerational program this year by working with the Retired and
Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP), Prejudice Reduction Project. This non-profit social service agency promotes and supports vol-
unteerism among seniors 55 years and older. It is an award-winning intergenerational program. RSVP trained local senior citizens to
present a workshop once a week for five weeks to the second grade featuring lessons promoting understanding and respect for human
differences while building self-esteem. RSVP also worked with the fifth grade classes once a week for 10 weeks to help the students

break down stereotypes while building pride.

ART GRANTS Art Specialist Leah Kronenfeld wrote the grant that brought the Parents as Art Partners funding from the Center for

Arts Education to our school, which allowed for last month’s Friday Night Folklorica series. We have also just received
another grant in which the Shadow Box Theater will bring a theater residency to our school.

SHONT ONTS TO...

Book oF THE MONTH

“IMAGINE A NIGHT”

BY RoB GONSALVES

...the nearly 100 families who contributed more than $22,000 (!) through the
direct appeal, and to fundraising chair Marci Rosen for her hard work. All the
money goes to support our kids and our teachers. It’s never too late to give.
Make your checks payable to PS 261 PTA, include your child’s name and class
number, and leave it in the locked box in the main office. All donations are 100
percent tax deductible. Thank you!

The 2003-04
PTA Executive Board

Presidents:Sheanan Bond & Lisa Pines
sbond@ashay.com & Ipines@nyc.rr.com
FirstVice President: Brian Zimmerman
Second Vice President: Nancy Melissas
PTA Treasurer: John Prince
Recording Secretary: Pamela Cortijo
Correspondence Secretary: Sasha Nyary
AfterSchool Treasurer: Susan Holman

....Pizzazz Toy Store on Court Street, which donated five percent of all pur-
chases made by friends of PS 261 during the winter break. The funds ($60) were
used to purchase a children’s bench for the small playground.

...Assistant Principal Sharon Fiden, Parent Coordinator Carmen Perez, parent
and pre-K rep Teri Brajewski and parent Larry Schwartz for their support of the
Read-A-Thon, from parent co-chairs Nancy Melissas, Syndia Soto-Pragliola

and Mary Adams. And thanks to the co-chairs for their hard work! Newsletter co-editors

Kim Flodin: kimflodin@aol.com & 718-622-3845

Sasha Nyary: awn4@columbia.edu
& 718-789-7891
The PTA News mailbox is in the main office.

...Caden Otuno, 5-414, who won a women’s history essay contest sponsored by
Assemblywoman Joan Millman.




